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If you are serious about
learning or improving your
Spanish, we have some
good news for you.

The ICC Oaxaca’s favori-
te language institute is offe-
ring a total inmersion packa-
ge a their residence for only
$790 US per week, this. will
include : living, studying,
eating, socializing and (they
hope) dreaming in Spanish.

The ICC and their team
of professional Spanish
language teachers
will immerse you
in a unique lin-
guistic-cultu-
ral expe- .
rience.
The all-
inclusi-
ve

price per week includes:

* First rate accaommoda-
tions: your own room with
private bath

* 45 hours of private, one-
on-one classes

* Cultural activities

* Professional support

* Course materials

* All meals (3)

* Coffee and/or soft drinks at
breaks

* Diagnostic test and pro-
gress reports

* Executive pick-up service
at Oaxaca City

\)(\\C qQ o LInternational Airport

/o' (one way)

* Enrollment fee.

ﬁptlonal ser-

y 10 addi-

vices include:

tional hours-of 1-on-1
classes: U.S.$100.

* 30% down payment must
be paid in andvanced. Balan-
ce, in traveler's checks, cash
or credit card, is due upon
arrival.

* Offer valid from from June
07 to February 08.

For further information,
feel free to contact them
from 9t0 2 PM at their office,
307 Alcala street or visit their
web page

http://www.iccoax ~om
If you want to register, you
can do so at:

http://www.iccoax.com/htmli/h
owtoapply.html.

For Information:
Residential Spanish
Courses.

From USA and Canada:
011-52-951-5-16-34-43
011-52-951-5-0123-59

from other countries
+ 52-951-5-16-34-43
+ 52-951-5-0123-59
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Guelaguetza

A taste of "the real Mexico®}

Mexican and foreign tourists alike are
drawn to Oaxaca by its diversity - bothin ter-
rain and in culture. Tour guides recommend
the state for an encounter with “the real
Mexico,” whatever this might mean. As a

the word indigena evokes not authenticity,
but rather draws attention to the chasm bet-
ween those who lived before the conquest
and those who lived under the conquerors'
rule. In truth, Mexican history is only 200

TRADITIONS

a result of purism. but of mixing. The syn-
cretism, or combination, of the vastly varied
pre-Spanish traditions with Westem ways is
the foundation of many beloved Mexican
tradiions:-the Day of the Dead, the Virgin

matter of fact, any Guadalupe
comer of the coun- and the Guela-
tryis an example of guetza, to
“the real Mexico.” name a few.
whether a modem The Guela-
building, a rustic guetzais a cen-
cabin or an turies-old tradi-
outhouse; but tion that dates
people tend to from the colo-
assodate the idea nial time. Offi-
of authenticity with cially, it is said
the indigenous that its origin
world. was a Christian
Before the Spa- festivity related
nish Conquest. the to Corpus
land of Oaxaca Christ, celebra-
was not known as i ted at the Car-

Mexico. Its inhabxtants didn't have a national

concept that united them, espedially not the .

word indigenous, as this was an idea intro-
duced by the conquering Spaniards. Thus

Genuine Zapotee:Designs
Free Demonstrations

years old; before that it was New Spain, and
prior to that it was a collection of indepen-
dent nations. So, in fact, the rich “authentic"

Mexican culture that travelers seek outis not

Tel, 5012122
M. Bravo N. 206 Centro Hist,

men Alto church. Later on, local indigenas’
joined this celebration - not to worship the
Westem god but their own Centeoti, god-
dess of com. As time went by, people from
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ficket to see e
show. Traditional-
ly, Guelaguetza
was always oele-
brated the first
Monday atter July
Aeth, and then
repeated the follo-
wing  Monday.
Today. tourists can
watch year-ound
‘guelaguetzas” &t
hotels and restau-
rants, which aré
basically traditio-
nal dance shows
devoid of any dee-
per meaning. This
might lead one to

the “real’ Mexico

: : is to be found in
fhe seven regions of the state came fo cele-  fancy costumes and pineapple dances, orin
brate the spirit of Guelaguetza, whichisa  the exploitation of whatever has an indige-

Zapotec word meaning “partaking or coope-
ration”” In the original celebrations, each
group of people came to share their produ-
ce. their traditional music and their dances.
It was an open air festivity in which anybody
could participate.

True to its adaptive nature, Guelaguetza
has changed a lot since the colonial times -
it has transformed acoording to the general
spirit of the country. Today, the modem
concept of capitalism has tumed the cultural
celebration into a major tourist lure. The fes-
tival is no longer for everyone to partiapate
. in - now, dance troups rehearse for months
before the event and spectators must buy a

Macedonio Alcala Theater 28
3E ; JULY

info Ph. 518 51 76

nous flavor (induding the revolutionary tou-
rism of Chiapas).

For those who wish to see for them-
selves, this year Guelaguetza will begin with
the street parade of the dancers on Satur-
day July21th. They will march from the
Conzz;ui Park to the Alameda de Leon and
then through the restored zocalo. The
shows will take place at 5 p.m on Monday,
July 23th, and at 10 am. and 5 pm. pm.
Monday, July 30th. Tickets can be purcha-
sed through Ticketmaster or at the Alcala
Theatre (Independendia and 5 de Mayo). -

For more information  visit
hitp:/www.acaxaca.com/guelaguetza/

wonder whether -
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FLY CHARTER
Qaxaca to Puerto Escondido
8:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Puerto Escondido to Oaxaca
7:00 a.m. & 9:00 a.m.

Info and reservations at Monte Alban Hotel
Alameda de Ledn No. |, Oaxaca
Phone: 516-2777 & 516-4982

Puerto Escondido phone: (958) 582-0151
E-mail: aerovega@prodigy.netmx

Anti estress
abhyanga
hot stones
happy feet
chocolate
reflexology
thai
shiatsu
{ treatments

Open from: 100022030 2008 pam,
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appointment  S16 9645
namasteei@ yahoo.com
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