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|dre Breton, “Mexican Memory”

f'N
his red earth, this -
Tblﬂeﬂ[ CSuntry to
which André Breton

efers 1n his text “Mexican
Memory” (published in the maga-
Jine Minotaure in 1939, and yet to
‘e translated into Spanish in itsen-
firety), had been occupying a privi-
leged site in the surrealist imagina-
ion for years, materializing some of
' the movements dearest values.
' Mexico, “black humor’s chosen
 place,” was the country of Jose
' Guadalupe Posada (of whom Breton
reproduced certain prints in
llinotaurein 1937). Mexico “tends
to be the surrealist place par excel-
lence” in which the encounter be-
‘tween Breton and Trotsky took
place in the spring of 1938, and
Where the surrealist poet and the
Russian exile edited the manifesto
“Foran Independent Revolutionary
Art,” later signed by Diego Rivera
N the name of Trotsky. This coun-
Iy, home of the first 20th-century
‘ivolution, seemed surrealist to

¢ Revolutionar

reton “in its highest aspirations,”
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among them “that of ending man’s
exploitation by man.” He also ad-
mired “its living mythic past.”

If, as Evelyne Laroche states in
her excellent unpublished thesis,
Mexico’s Surrealist Adventure, the
surrealists thought of Mexico in im-
ages, one of the most attractive is,
without a doubt, Pancho Villa as the
Magician of the Revolution in the
surrealist Game of Marseilles.

Created between 1940 and 1941
by certain members of the group
(Victor Brauner, André Breton, Oscar

\Willa: The Revolutionary

magician on the surrealist deck of cards

Dominguez, Max Ernst, Jacques
Hérold, Wilfredo Lam, Jacqueline
Lamba, and André Masson), who
were refugees in Marseille at the
time. This deck of cards substitutes
the traditional four suits—hearts,
clubs, diamonds and spades—with the
four ideal concepts of surrealism:
Love, Dreams, Understanding and
Revolution.

Likewise, the monarchical
cards are substituted by more demo-
cratic characters, closer to the oneiric
orientation of surrealism: the Ge-
nius, the Mermaid and the Magician,
in each of the suits. Among them in-
clude: Freud as the Magician of
Dreams; Baudelaire as the Genius of
Love; Hegel as the Genius of Under-
standing; Lewis Carroll’s Alice as the
Mermaid of Dreams, and others that
are equally suggestive. In place of the
joker appears the figure of Ubu, the
bizzare monarch created by Jarry.

The image which represents the
Magician of the Revolution is not
only of interest, it is also very sig-
nificant, as it represents certain im-
portant aspects of what Mexico sym-
bolized for the surrealists. At first, it
is curious to observe the fact that a
semi-legendary person, such as
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. villa, was chosen, corre-
P ;n! pcrfCCll}’ with the image
0" ydventurer, brother to the
of (If That plows the landscape of
g evoked by Breton in his
Anl"_“‘l‘ rexts. The antisocial hero,
Mex . involved in a “mission”
gynd lm the oppressed, constitutes
(of'fle; digmatic being in the
3l st mwginati.orll‘
sl Nevenhelcss. itis not only the
f the rebel general that is
ctive in this card. Thc _pcculmr
cteristics of the artistic repre-
pare n are also revealing. By car-
o ¢ this work collectively, the
ing he surrealists had been
qintain the author’s anonymity
por? h of .the card’s images. In
4 eaC‘;as'es. it is possible to iden-
F ﬁand of a specific painter,
put in the €35 of Vllld‘ s plate Fhere
. o feature that allows for the iden-
B f the artist.
ffigy of the Mexican
evolutionary appears, in 1hc'tradi-
(ional manner, as d double image
n the center: the same form
seen whether right s?de up or up-
side down. The hero is represented
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in the form of a hybrid creature, with
abird’s head and human extremities
(his right hand is distinguishable).
Villa’s chest is composed of two
sinuous forms that accentuate his
dynamic character. The figure,
§h0wn in profile, is touching his hat,
identifiable as that of a Mexican
campesino. Between his two hands
gsnakc undulates, with both extremi-
tes ending in a head that is held be-
tween the “magician’s” fingers.

As in the other plates, primary
colors are utilized here: red for the
snake, yellow for the hat, and blue
for the hand and the head of Pancho
Villa. The suggestive force of this
image resides not only in its refer-
ences to the actions of the rebel
leader—the person who channels the
primitive forces symbolized by the
snake (a reference to the earth) and
transforms them into a spiritual type
of energy (represented by the bird
and by the color blue), which ends
in the hat, the yellow color of which
alludes to illumination. It also refers
to revolutionary activity as a blind
force that marches toward the estab-

B Continued on Page 4
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