Oaxaca’s O

aca Times

Hg1nal English Tourist Newspaper

July 1995

Free

Lunes del cerro

3 ome from all corners of
@ eof paxaca to the hill at El
:Mlx(‘:honmles, Chinantecs,
I . es andmembers of other
> . Their festive clothing
I rflumwlored tapestry on the
afme hill. And this is a festive
i otil’ snotany oldholiday; we’re
* pout Guelaguetza, an ancient
_w mcticed by the ancestors of the
. who come to El fortin.
otza, in the Zapotec language
, uputual aid” or “offering,” and
onts high social consciousness
involves giving one’s fellows
iuct of one’s labor and artistic

(A3

elaguetza or Monday of Cerro
i celebrated in the foothills of El
-inthe city of oaxaca’ on the two
ys following the 18th of July
miversary of the death of Benito
, Today it is the state’s most
irantfolklore event. Inattendance
celebration are representatives
- aca’s seven regions:the sierra,
Ravine, Tuxtepec or Papaloapan,
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“Tehuana” (“Rivas”
cal authorities and distinguished guests
with gifts or offering coffee and hats
from the Coast; totopos (crispy tortilla
pieces) from the Isthmus; palm-leaf
place mats from Huajuapan de Leén in
the Mixtec region; mezcal from the
valleys... But their biggest gift is artis-
tic: with unparalleled enthusiasm they
perform dances and songs from each

Photo Collection)
executed with art and skill.

In 1495 the Zapotecs and
Mixtecs were conquered by the Az-
tecs. Nevertheless, their rituals did
not die out but instead gained impor-
tance, since the Aztecs adopted as
their own deities Centéotl (god of
agriculture) and Xilonen (goddess of

of their regions.
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Theoriginsof Zapotecs and

this festival are ©0 oo nayered by the Aztecs.
Nevertheless, their rituals did

be found in pre-
hispanic times.

the new corn),
In 1495 the making theirown
Mixtecs were offerings to these
gods in the form
of songs, dances
and festivals in

The Zapotecs and notdieoutbutinstead gained ine.eightmonthof

Mixtecs who were importance.

, , their calendar,
which was called

distinguished by
their heroism in battle performed a
yearly celebration in honor of a su-
preme god (creator of all things) as
well as other deities such as Zaagui
(the Mixtec god of rain and fertility)
and Pitao Cozobi (the Zapotec god of
corn, both ethnic groups organized a
festival in which they paid homage to

their divinities in dances and songs,

Ney tecuilhuihuitl. The Aztec’s fes-
tivities merged with those of the
oaxacan peoples, and thus began the
yearly celebration of a great festival
in honor of the goddess Xilonen,
bringing together the valley’s impor-
tant personages at Daninayaolani hill
(known today as el fortin).
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“Tehuanas” 1948 (“Rivas” Photo Collection)

5%,

ers as Indians, marched in a parade,
followed by La Tarasca - a huge,
fantastic papier-maché serpent.
Things went on this way every year
until 1741, when bishop Tomds
Montafio decreed, “because
of the fear inspired by the
serpent,” that it be replaced
by mammoth puppets repre-
senting the races of human-

ﬁngtoreplacetheseritu- ity. These “giants,” as they
ith Christian rites . were called, appeared
orofthe Virgin MOVIE for the last fifne in
men on the 16th T - 1882.

24th of July. 1

4 < . For fifty years the
Butfromthefirstofthese [N oYy - festival on the hill was re-
\ celebrations, the Indi- 3 M duced toasimple fair with an
after paying tribute to the = = infinite variety of local foods
i of their evangelizers, [ 11 | and snacks. But in 1930, on

k to the streets in a veri-
e pagan masquerade.
y danced to the beat of the
naxtli (Indian percussion instru-
it) as one hundred young men,
 dressed as Spaniards and oth-

the occasion of the 400th an-
niversary of the proclama-
tion of the;city of oaxaca, an attempt
was made to revitalize the fiesta,

organizing first the festival dancers
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Viajes Xochitlan

LEADER IN

TOURISM
IN THE SOUTHEAST

Ocotlan, Jalieza, Coyotepec.
Yagul, Dainzy, Monte Allban,
Mitia, Tule, Tiacolula.,
Teotitian del Valle, LamityeCo.
City Tours.

Services in Huatulco, pto.
Escondido, Tuxtia Gutiemez
Vilahemnosa, Palenaue,
San Cristobal de las Casas,

Merida and Cancun.

Our experience guarantees our service

M. Bravo # 210
Int. Plaza Sn. Cristobal
Fax: 4-36-28 Telex: 18625
VIXOME Oaxaca, Oax.
Phones: 4-36-64 ¢ 4-32-71
4-32-80

Rug Gallery

100% waol, natanally dyed neg2-

* Special prices *

Located at km. 3.5
- Juarez Avenue # 101
Teotitlan del Valle.
Oaxaca, Mexico.
Call (952) 4-41-12 » 4-41-78
and ask for Felipe Gutierrez.

MUSEO DE ARTE
INTEMPORANEO DE OAXACA

‘ 202 M. Alcala St.
en fiom 10:30 am. fo 8:00 pm.
Closed on Tuesdays

Open from 10:30 am. fo 8:00 pm.

(CLOSED TUESDAY)
507 M. ALCALA ST.
PHONE: 6-69-80

74052.321 1@compuserve.com
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from all seven regions of the state of
oaxaca. While the date of the cel-
ebration has changed, the state gov-
ernment of oaxaca has continued its
efforts to promote it.

During the presidency of Luis”

Echeverria an open auditorium was
built on the slopes of El Fortin, and
thatis where the festival is now held.

It begins with the choosing of
the young lady who will play the part
of Centeocihuatl (the goddess of
corn); afemale representative of each
region, dressed in regional costume,
gives a speech - sometimes with the
aid of a translator - about her area,
and a jury elects the most “authen-
tic” of the representatives. In the
dancing plaza near the Iglesia de la
Virgen de la Soledad (Church of the
Virgin of Solitude), the history of
Guelaguetza is presented: the Zapo-
tec, Aztec and Hispanic eras through
which the celebration ha passed.
Then comes the parade of the
marmotas (giant paper dolls), the
dragon, the zancudos - which dance
on stilts as much as six feet high.
Last but not least are the dances and
songs of each of the seven regions.
The festivities are capped off with a
fireworks display.

Today, tourists from around the
world come to the festival of
Guelaguetza Nevertheless, the danc-
ers and singers continue to maintain
the mysticism of their traditions, and
in their dark smiling faces one can
see the tenderness, gentleness and
wisdom of the peoples.

Guelaguetzatickets can be purchased
inany of the tourist offices located at:

Cinco de mayo street corner with
Morelos ¢ 607 Independencia Street.

Prices are: N$ 150 in section “B” and
N$ 200 in section “A”.

For more information call: 6-48-28

Written by Mary Lou Dabdoub. I
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“Mujer del valle de Qaxaca” (“Rivas” Photo Collection )

Oaxaca’s Lending Library “

//
hile visiting Oaxaca, come visit with us at the Oaxaca [ en
We are on the “‘corredor nm’suco 307 Macedomo Alcala Stree

Come in and browse, read magazm , check reference works abo,
you wish, become a member and borrow books. If you have books
on your trip and don’t wish to carry home, we’d  appreciate your do
to us. Most of our col}ectxon is from donations. We depend on

Have a good time exp}ormg Oaxaca and do come to visitus |

Monday through Friday from 10 am. - - lpm &4p
Saturday 10 a.m,- 1 p.m.

300 Cinco de Mayo
. Ex-Convent of Sa
Catalina
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THE CITY OF OAXACA
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Instituto de 7 Plazuela del Carmen Alto « Governmen, t Palace
A Comunicacion y Cultura Carmen Alto Square

21 Auditorio de la Guelaguetza

i 14 Iglesia de San Felipe Neri « Guelaguetza Auditorium
(Spanish Language school) . 3 s "¢lipe 1
I Zécalo * Main Square <9 Iglesia de Santo Domingo de 15 Catedral * Cathedral 23 Observatorio * Sky Observaton
2 Museo de Arte Contemporaneo Guzmén * Domingo de Guzmdn 16 LW‘;M?“doni" Alcalg » 24 Planetario * Planetarium "
* Contemporary Art Museum Church : “"f onio Alcald Theater 25 Mercado de Abastos *
3 Alameda * Alameda Park 10 Museo Rufino Tamayo « 7 E?;? t;i‘l;\goledad O Main Market
4 Secreiarfa de Turismo » Rufino Tamayo Museum AT R Church A. Hotel “Hacienda la Noria"
el iy I e Bl uu§;7e3;.lfan?:sl:::,d [ B. Hotel “Hostal de la Noria"
5 Exconvento del Carmen Alto * entral Market e A Cr
Carmen Alto Convent 12 Iglesia de San Juan de Dios « glesia de San Agustin » :
5 (ol San Juan de Dios Church San Agustin Church Map courtesy of Hotel
‘asa 3 4
House of Juarez 13 Palacio de Gobierno 20 Iglesia de Ja Merced » “Hostal de la Noria"

La merced Church




