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Mendoza, it is depicted on top of a hill
to indicate the toponym Chapultepec,
“place of the grasshopper hill.” Al-
though it is not always rendered with
great realism, its shape is easily recog-

nized.

The grasshopper is another culi-
nary specialty that survives to this

i

“Insects” Francisco Toledo

There is also evidence of locust
plagues. Del Barco (1973:36-37)
mentions one that took place in the
18th century in Baja California, while
Fray Antonio de Ciudad Real (1976,
1:247) reports how in 1586 he watched
the Indians trying to fend off the
clouds of locusts by yelling, blowing
trumpets and beating drums. Such a
plague playsakey

day. Pre-Hispanic
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her son for help, which he refused to
offer. Soon after, however, the son
left the house to fetch corn to give to
a friend. When he failed toreturn, his
wife went in search of him, only to
come across a heap of clean bones:
he had been killed and devoured by a

marauding band of locusts (Castellon
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na, 1987:203-205).

Apart from the insects we
3 Jealt with so far, several oth-
are seen to crop up in the pre-
anic and colonial worlds that
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bedbugs, enjoy a return voyage
free from this insufferable pest.
They have allbeen purged by cock-
roaches.” Among the Maya, cock-
roach is ix kuluch, which means
“the hardened one.” It is not re-
garded as a beetle, the name for
whichisix culcim, “the wallower”,
or mackech, “the covered one”.
This beetle, stripped of wings and
shell and dried, is a popular trinket
among young girls, who tie it as a
charm around their necks or wrists
(C. Alvarez, 1980:27-271).

B Continued on Page 4

t a step away from the bus station !
conditioned accommodations
o TV o
e Ventilator *
* Clean bathrooms *
» Laundromat ®
eld trips through the Copalita river ®
. o Incredible rates ! ®
r ecologicdl tour and explore a vt{ho,l,e fiiffecem
ld on our typical boats at “Copalita” river .
ﬁre;servations call 7-05-35 (Phone & Fax)

lote 8 Mz. 34 Altos Sector “H” La crucecita
ahias de Huatulco, Oax. C.P. 70989

Page 3

Viajes Xochitlan

LEADER IN
TOURISM
IN THE SOUTHEAST

L >

&

Ocotlan - Jalieza - Coyotepec - Yagul -
Dainzu - Monte Alban - Mitla - Tule y
Tlacolula market.
Teotitian del Valle - Lamityeco - City Tours -
Services in Huatulco, Pto. Escondido,
Tuxtia Gutierrez, Villahermosa, Palenque,
San Cristobal de las Casas,Merida y
Cancun.

Our experience guarantees our service

M. Bravo # 210
Int. Plaza Sn. Cristobal
Fax: 4-36-28 Telex: 18625 VIXOME
Oaxaca, Oax.
Phones: 4-36-64 @~ 4-32-71 @ 4-32-80

PoPULAR ART @%
{
FURNITURE
Books
YARTAND CULTURE @

307 M. Alcald St. (Apt. 9)
Second floor
Phone: 3-05-47
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Super Cocina

Enjoy the most delicious home-made
meals to go of the best Super Cocina
of Oaxaca !
We also have special menus for
weddings, birthdays, etc.

Open from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.

\ 202 Belisario Dominguez St. Phone: 5-41-68 )
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(Pentatomidae fam-
ily) still valued to-
day as a beneficial §g
and highly tasty &
morsel. Indeed it is
high in protein, and Vi
is sold in markets to
be swallowed alive
in tacos or with |
sauce, in rice and
other dishes. The §

enthusiasm for this

insect is such that in
Taxco it has its own temple on Jumil
Hill, where Jumil Day is celebrated
every November, when it is most abun-
dant. The flea, now known to be a
harmful carrier of disease, was regarded
in pre-Hispanic times as a lovely part
of Nature. There is even a fine Mexica

sculpture of this insect.

But perhaps one of the most fasci-
nating examples of the important role
played by insects in the pre-Hispanic
world is provided by the Teotlacualli
or “divine food,” prepared by the priests

Los chapulines are collected in the country-side

according to a recipe recorded by
Diego Durdn in his 16th century
History (1967,1:51-53). “This di-
vine nourishment was well inkeep-
ing with the god who partook of it.
It was wholly composed of poison-
ous vermin, namely, spiders, scor-
pions, centipedes, salamanders,
vipers, and so forth. These were
collected by youths who always
kept a rich stock of them in readi-

«ness for when the priests might

require them.” To prepare this di-
vine brew, priests took a number of
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 fected part of the body. Duran
1 this i the chapter of his His-
devoted to Tezcatlipoca, the su-
" deity in whose honor the priests
1ted their bodies black. The mix-
. was the same “as that with which
ssmeared the idol and with which
s and ministers anointed them-
Bies” (11:31). The sacred character
Fihe ingredients used to make the
§ine Food is thus undeniable. But
Brcatlipoca was also a sorcerer—
noisonous insects were frequently
;g. as SOrcerers’ messengers.
is is how Duran describes this
.t in the tale of the quarrel be-
en Huitzilopochitli and his sister,
orceress Malinalxochitl,
ngry with his sister “to
 was the power she had
dover fierce and nox-
d how her spells and
illthose who offended
ing the viper and the
entipede or the deadly
them. .. ” (Il:31). As
ample of the same phenom-
e may recall Motecuhzoma’s

Los chapulines

efforts to halt the Spanish advance.
Duran relates the story as if he were
the tlatoani Motecuhzoma himself:
“And the best means I can think ofis
to summon all the enchanters and
witches and those who dispose of
dreams, and command the serpent
and the scorpion and the spider, to
bewitch them and give them dreams
and dazzle them with visions and
have the insects sting them to death.
Thus I have resolved to send for them
from Yauhtepec and Oaxtepec and
Malinalco and Tepuztlan, so that all
those dealing and practiced in such
of offices may gather here and go to
kill and destroy them with their sor-
cery.” (I1:521-523).

The sorcerers were duly sent on
their mission, but returned
complaining that the Spaniards were
very thick-skinned, that they stayed
awake all night, which hampered
the insects in their task, and that if
they were bitten by so much as a
flea, they got up and killed it
straight away. By Lorna Fox. [ |
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* Car & Motorcycle rental
» Conventions ¢
e Airplane tickets ©
* Boat rental ¢
* Ticket reservations ®
e Bay Tours ®
* Tourist information

And everything else that you will need !

Blvd. Benito Juarez No. 5, Bahia de
Santa Cruz. Huatulco Oaxaca.
Phones: 91 (958) 709-32, 702-16,
700-77 (ext. 422). Fax: 702-16
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